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11_1 . (SBU)  Summary:  On  September  16,  DCM  met  with  Pakistan's 
Board  of  Investment  (BOI)  Executive  Director  General  Major 
(Retd. ) Iqbal  Ahmad  to  deliver  the  demarche  in  Ref tel  B.  The 
BOI  is  the  lead  Pakistani  agency  for  Bilateral  Investment 
Treaty  (BIT)  negotiations,  and  the  Ministry  of  Finance  told 
the  Embassy  the  BOI  was  the  appropriate  agency  to  receive  the 
BIT  demarche.  DCM  communicated  the  USG  desire  to  move 
forward  with  BIT  negotiations  with  the  Government  of  Pakistan 
(GOP)  based  on  the  2006  BIT  text  without  further  changes  or 
additional  understandings.  Ahmad  advised  that  he  would  take 
this  under  consideration  and  provide  a response  early  next 
week  after  consulting  with  his  legal  advisor.  Ahmad  also 
requested  negotiations  take  place  in  late  October  in 
Islamabad.  End  Summary. 

11_2 . (SBU)  DCM  expressed  the  USG  desire  to  conclude  BIT 
negotiations,  noting  the  BIT  would  be  a positive  step  forward 
for  Pakistan's  economy.  It  would  signal  to  the  market 
Pakistan's  seriousness  about  developing  a business-friendly 
economy  and  creating  an  environment  that  will  maintain  and 
attract  greater  levels  of  U.S.  investment.  The  DCM  stressed 
that,  before  reopening  formal  negotiations,  the  USG  needs 
assurance  that  both  sides  share  the  same  views  in  regard  to 
what  our  starting  point  for  negotiations  would  be. 
Specifically,  he  asked  if  the  GOP  would  be  prepared  to 
complete  negotiations  based  on  the  2006  BIT  text,  without 
further  changes  or  additional  understandings . 

1I_3 . (SBU)  Ahmad  acknowledged  the  importance  of  going  into 
negotiations  with  similar  expectations.  As  to  whether  the 
GOP  would  be  willing  to  set  aside  the  "shared  understanding" 
and  move  forward  based  only  on  the  2006  BIT  text  without 
further  changes  or  additional  understandings,  Ahmad  said  he 
would  need  to  consult  with  his  legal  advisor  who  is  abroad 
until  September  19. 

11_4 . (SBU)  Ahmad  agreed  on  the  benefit  of  moving  forward 
promptly  but  said  that  negotiations  in  September  would  not  be 
possible  due  to  prior  commitments  and  the  timing  of  Ramadan 
and  Eid.  However,  he  said  that  negotiations  during  the  week 
of  October  20  might  be  possible,  and  he  repeatedly  requested 
these  take  place  in  Islamabad.  The  DCM  assured  Ahmad  that  if 
both  sides  could  agree  on  a way  forward  on  substance, 


logistical  arrangements  would  not  stand  in  our  way. 
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